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Winkfield Parish News – January 2022 
A message from our Interim Minister 

Dear Friends, 
New Year Greetings! What a year 2021 has been! All of our lives have 
gone topsy turvy. No one could have predicted a Pandemic that keeps 
mutating by the minute to dodge each new vaccine bullet. 
Christmas reminded us, as always of God’s plan through the ages to for 
the Messiah who would bring in a New Era. An Era with no disease, 
pandemics, or death.  
As we begin the new year, the struggle with the Pandemic, has not 
hindered us, from engaging with what God has called us to be and to do.  
We began 2021 with a successful Christmas Appeal raising funds to the 
tune of £15,000.00. This was followed by various fundraising activities 
during Lent and harvest and ending the year with celebratory activities 
like the Arts Week, Plant sales, open gardens, September Fayre, 
Berkshire Chamber Orchestra evening, Music and Merriment, and the 
Christmas Tree festival. The genius of the young music maestros was 
breath-taking. We are grateful for and applaud the sheer effort and 
labour of love put into these activities and many more to raise funds to 
keep this Parish going, all overseen by our indefatigable Wardens. 
Thanks to all for your offerings, tithes and donations, our Parish 
financial situation is improving. We hope in this New Year to get as 
many people as possible on the Parish Giving Scheme, plus the cost free 
“easyfundraising” and “Amazon fundraising.” The PCC also went beyond 
duty. as 2021 had more meetings than usual to discuss our Financial 
Sustainability Plan upon which depends future ministry in the Parish.  
Sadly, we also remember departed loved ones, thankfully all of whom 
we managed to memorialise and bid farewell to. Amongst the many 
such was the well-attended Memorial service and interment for our 
dear Vicar, the Revd Thomas Huw Mordecai, officiated by no less than 
the Bishop of Reading, the Rt. Revd. Olivia Graham. 
In 2022, God willing, we will bring to the fore our Parish Mission 
statement that has been with us since 2018, and see how it practically 
informs our life and practice: “To work together to share God’s Love 
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within the community around us”. The idea is to bring us back to the 
place of what we meant when we agreed on this Mission and vision for 
the Parish. One of the areas in which we will seek to apply this is in 
family and young people’s outreach and discipleship. We will attend to 
welcome and hospitality in terms of how we usher people in and out of 
church, as well as when we visit homes and schools. 
In leading services, I will focus on hymns, prayers and collects that 
encourage growth in our discipleship. The collect for the second Sunday 
of Advent will be used throughout the year, and we may sing “Lord Thy 
Word Abideth” more than a few times. There will also be extra services 
and Bible Studies during the special seasons of Lent and Advent 
.Revd Patrick Mukholi, 
Interim Minister, Winkfield, Cranbourne and Chavey Down Parish 
Ed’s Note: We are all very grateful to Patrick for his enthusiastic attention 
to Parish issues over a very difficult year. Thank you very much, Patrick. 

Notices 
From the Parish Registers – November/December 2021 

Baptisms  
None were recorded in November/December. 
Funerals etc.  
An Interment of ashes was held for the late Mrs Elizabeth Margaret 
Mitchell at St Mary’s church on Monday 29 November 2021 

Weddings & Blessings 

None were recorded in November/December 

Memorial Services 

None were recorded in December 

Other notices and local events 
Chavey Down Women's Institute 

We have resumed our monthly meetings in person, and the next 
meeting open to visitors will be on Monday 17 January 2022 at 
St Martin's Church Hall, with doors opening at 7:30pm. We will be 
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having a demonstration: ‘Take the Healthy Option’ by Jennipher 
Marshall-Jenkinson and this will include food sampling – all under Covid 
rules. 
Jennipher Marshall-Jenkinson has been Chairman of the UK’s 
Microwave Technologies Association since 2003 to the present day. 
Her work promoting healthy eating and environmentally friendly 
cooking methods prompted a nomination for ‘Business Woman of the 
Year’ and regular cooking programmes on BBC radio – both national 
and local and BBC television. 
Please do not arrive earlier than 7:30pm as we need time to clean and 
air the hall between bookings. There is plenty of ventilation, and the Hall 
may be cold in the winter months. Please wear clothing suitable for icy 
conditions - we may even run a competition on who has the most 
layers!!  
Please look at our website (details below) for the latest information and 
programme update. 
As well as our monthly meetings we also have coffee/tea get togethers, 
walks, garden visits and many other outings. We also have a book club 
which currently meets once a month via zoom. New members are 
always welcome and much more information is available on our 
website. 
Contact the WI either via the website: chaveydownwi.com or emailing 
Alison Bird, President, (alisonsbird@gmail.com) 

St Martin’s Chavey Down Charity Lottery 

You can win a prize at the next draw of this local lottery to help support 
St Martin’s church. Details and entry forms can be found in the October 
Parish magazine, still available on www.fosmw.com/parishmag. Or 
press the purple [St Martins Charity Lottery] button on the same page, 
or on the Friends home-page www.fosmw.com  

Vacancy as Clerk to the Trustees of the Winkfield 
Parochial Charity 
A vacancy is arising for a clerk to the Trustees of the Winkfield Parochial 
Charity.  
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Our Charity owns 11 properties in Winkfield next to St Mary’s church, 
including 8 Almshouses, Popels Hall and 2 cottages. 
The role of clerk includes liaising 
with our residents and tenants to 
ensure any property related issues 
are rectified quickly, and to ensure 
that our regular maintenance 
contracts are carried out 
effectively. The clerk will report to 
the Trustees and take minutes of 
our meetings, which occur 3 to 4 
times a year. In addition, the clerk 
is responsible for 
maintaining the financial records 
of the charity (which are audited 
by a local accountant), and jointly 
making payments on the charity’s 
behalf with a Trustee.  
The role is flexible, mainly working from home, but will require visits to 
the charity’s premises. It is rewarding as it enables the individual to help 
out a local charity on behalf of our residents, in addition to solving 
property related issues. A monthly honorary payment is available to the 
individual.  
For more details, please contact Richard Wyatt on 07522 306988 or 
email winkfieldparochialcharities@outlook.com 

Safeguarding 

The Parish safeguarding details are: 
https://www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk/safeguarding.htm 
Tel: 01344 882933.  
From a Safeguarding perspective, as we enter into the festive season 
and as the nights draw in, please put extra thought to those likely to be 
more vulnerable this winter. A friendly voice or face can hold the power 
to lift the spirit of someone feeling isolated. 
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Around the Parish 
The Music and Merriment concert – a personal account 

How lovely it was to be back for another evening of Music and 
Merriment, especially after such a difficult year! 
From the beautiful opening with the junior choir, with their glow-sticks. 
leading the audience into Once in Royal David’s City with the church 
lights dimmed, to the energetic and enjoyable Twelve Days of 
Christmas, it was a wonderfully varied programme with some hugely 
talented performances. 
Particular highlights for me included the St Mary’s handbell ringers 
rendition of ‘Walking in the Air’ and the 5T Brass Quintet’s ‘Liliburlero 
variations’. These variations were composed by Len Tyler, who is the 
leader and founder of the 5Ts, and it was a world premiere! 
Len Tyler, with his tuba, with Su Mei Kong at the piano, was also 
joyously memorable as the Elephant from Saint Saens; Carnival of the 
Animals, as he led the baby elephants (alias the Junior Choir) around the 
church. 
I must also mention the astonishing piano soloist David Shao with his 
Mozart sonata, absolutely 
stunning, especially from 
one so young. 
Special mention also to 
Anthony Hodson who has, 
once again, managed to 
create a Junior Choir that, 
despite only a few hours of 
rehearsal time, sang some 
delightful Christmas songs. 
Anthony comments that he 
could only have done this 
with the enthusiasm and 
work put into the 
rehearsals and performance by the children themselves. They formed a 
great team!  
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This year was particularly special for me, as three generations of my 
family all performed at the concert, it was the perfect start to Christmas. 
It was lovely to see the church so full, and I went home feeling very full 
of festive cheer. 
Caroline Loveys 

Thanks to Music and Merriment contributors 

The team 
Putting together and delivering a concert of this complexity takes a lot of 
team-effort by many people – performers, old and young, using their 
talents, parking people, kitchen people, stage management people, 
rehearsal accompanists, ticket sellers, graphics-makers, and so on. 
Thank you all. And thanks to the parents and families of all the young 
performers –soloists and Junior Choir – whose enthusiasm helped make 
it all happen. Thanks also to the management team, who created the 
concepts and saw them through to delivery, with a lot of energy 
expended on promoting advertising and selling concert tickets. 
Donations 
There were some very generous donations made to the concert, which 
was a fund-raiser for the support of our beautiful parish church. Special 
thanks to the donors. 
Audience 
We are very grateful to our audience for their support in difficult times. 
We look forward to it all happening again in December 2022, by which 
time Covid scares should have gone away, and we can please our 
community in a concert performed in a more relaxed atmosphere. 
Farewell to Su Mei Kong 
We must mention Su Mei Kong with many thanks and a deep sense of 
appreciation for her wonderful work as the main accompanist for no 
less than eight Music and Merriment concerts, going back to 2014. She 
has been a wonderful musician to work with; her pianistic talent and 
skill has been totally reliable, and nowhere has this been of greater 
significance than when accompanying many of the brilliant young (and 
older!) instrumentalists who have pleased our audiences with their 
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amazing skills. Their performances required demanding skills for the 
piano accompanist! 
Su Mei also directed the concert’s Junior Choir in 2015. 
We are losing Su Mei because she and her husband are moving to the 
Birmingham area. She will be sorely missed. She can rely on a warm 
welcome whenever she visits us here! 
Thank you, Su Mei, and this brings best wishes from us all for your new 
life in the Midlands 
Anthony Hodson, chairman of the concert committee 

Services in the Parish – January 2022 
ST MARTIN’S CHURCH – SUNDAY SERVICES 
Common Worship 
Date Day Time Service 

2 2nd Sunday after 
Christmas 9:30am Family Praise 

9 1st Sunday after 
Epiphany 9:30am Family Praise 

16 2nd Sunday after 
Epiphany 9:30am Family Communion 

23 3rd Sunday after 
Epiphany 9:30am Family Communion 

30 4th Sunday after 
Epiphany 9:30am Family Praise 

ST MARY’S CHURCH - SUNDAY SERVICES 
Book of Common Prayer 

Date Day Time Service 

2 2nd Sunday after 
Christmas 10am Family Communion  

9 1st Sunday after 
Epiphany 10am Family Matins 

16 2nd Sunday after 
Epiphany 

9:30am Family Praise 
11am Holy Communion  
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Date Day Time Service 

23 3rd Sunday after 
Epiphany 

9:30am Crafty Church 
11am Morning Prayer 

30 4th Sunday after 
Epiphany 10am Crafty Choral Matins  

ST PETER’S CHURCH – SUNDAY SERVICES 
Common Worship 
Date Day Time Service 

2 2nd Sunday after 
Christmas 11am Family Praise  

9 1st Sunday after 
Epiphany 11am Holy Communion 

23 3rd Sunday after 
Epiphany 11am Holy Communion 

30 4th Sunday after 
Epiphany 11am Café Church 

 Around the Parish – continued 
Bellringers Parish Mag Report December 2021 
The tower ringers have again been busy – we put on the half muffles for 
Remembrance Sunday and hope you noticed the difference. We also 
managed a quarter peal of Plain Bob Doubles (if you would like to know 
more about this do come and speak to one of us) in memory of our dear 
friend, and long-time ringer, Daphne Hutson. Well done team! 
The hand bells also rang at the start of the Remembrance Sunday 
service – we chose ‘Cwm Rhonda’ (‘Guide Me O Thy Great Redeemer)’, 
which is often used at memorial services – including the funeral of the 
Queen Mother. 
Some of the bell ringers attended the flower arranging demonstration, 
and what an interesting evening it was! Such a lot of lovely, but simple 
ideas and the resulting displays were very generously raffled at the end. 
I attended the regions branch practice at Lane End for an interesting but 
jolly cold session. 
This Saturday we are hosting the branch practice here at St Mary’s and, 
as it is Christmas, we will serve tea and mince pies. It should have been 
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the Christmas social for the branch but this was cancelled (again) due to 
Coved-19 worries. 
On Saturday morning we are taking our hand bells over to the Savill 
Gardens to ring – I will report on this next month. 
We all thoroughly enjoyed the evening of “Music and Merriment” – what 
a triumph! 
All the performers were excellent and the whole thing ran smoothly 
from beginning to end. So many talented folk from youngsters to the not 
quite so young. 
We would love to recruit more hand bell ringers in order to increase our 
repertoire – the only skill you need is the ability to count to four!!  
Of course if you have any musical ability that would be a bonus. 
Whatever your skill level you would be warmly welcomed. 
Take care and keep well, 
Jill Glennerster 
01344-884071 

St Mary’s Choir 

The choir continues to sing at all Sunday services.  
Recently there were two very special services, both led by John Kimbell: 
The first was the All Souls service on Sunday 31 October and the second 
was on 28 November, Advent Sunday, when we were joined by several 
of our extra singers from The Saint John Singers.  
The choir performed well and had a solo spot. Several of the extra 
singers will join for the 9 lessons and carols service on 19 December. 

The Hand Bell Ringers were also performing on 31 October. 
St Mary’s Women’s Guild 

The Flower Arranging demonstration, late November, was fascinating. 
Some of the ideas demonstrated by Naomi Khoo were quite amazing.  
We thank all who supported the event, and also Carole Luck who 
suggested Naomi might be interested in visiting us. The proceeds have 
been forwarded to the PCC.  
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Members provided the mince pies for the excellent Music and 
Merriment concert.  
At the December meeting arrangements were finalised for the First 
Christmas Tree Festival, which is in memory of Doreen Potter. There 
will be stalls, entertainment and refreshments available. The Festival 
remains open until Sunday 26 December.  

Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield 

The Music and Merriment concert organised and directed by Anthony 
Hodson was excellent., and offered a wonderfully varied programme, 
The 5Ts Brass quintet, led by Len Tyler, made a very welcome return to 
St Mary’s, and the Morgan Singers. directed by John Kimbell, sang 
beautifully.  
The young soloists David Shao, a pianist aged 9, and Sarah Aizawa, a 
violinist aged 12 gave remarkable performances – both have been 
competitors in international competitions for outstanding musical 
children. 
The Junior M&M choir started their performance with the well-known 
‘I saw three ships’ enhanced by Len Tyler on the glockenspiel, following 
this by John Gardner’s lively ‘Holly and the Ivy’ written originally for the 
St Paul’s Girls’ School, ending an enthusiastic rendition of the jazzy 
Christmas song ‘The Star Express’.  
The Hand Bell Ringers gave an excellent performance of three pieces, 
from ‘Walking in the air’ to Handel’s ‘Joy to the world’.  
The concert also included several amusing readings by members of St 
Mary’s congregation. We are grateful to Anthony for all the hard work 
and organisation over many months to ensure an interesting and 
successful concert. See also Caroline Lovey’s account on page 6. 

Family Matins, Family Praise and Crafty Church. 

Many of the young members take part in all of these services either 
reading the prayers and appointed Bible passages and sometimes 
playing an instrument.  
We had another guitar player recently. The Crafty Church theme was 
“Preparing for Christmas” and the children prepared many decorations 
for the Christmas Tree Festival. Many thanks to them for their work! 
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Thoughts of all sorts 
New Year Prayer 2022 

Lord of all creation, 
Lord of all the years, 
Thank you for steering us through the fragmented landscape of two 
pandemic-riddled years. Here we stand at the beginning of a new year, 
not knowing what lies ahead. Our only security lies in you, Lord. 
Please take our hands and guide us, day by day, into January and 
beyond. We will not be afraid, Lord because you have promised never to 
leave us, never to forsake us. And you keep your promises. We are safe. 
2022, here we come… expectantly, 
In Jesus’ name, 
Amen 
By Daphne Kitching 

6th Jan: Epiphany 

On 6th January we celebrate Epiphany - the visit of the Wise Men to the 
baby Jesus. But who were these Wise Men? No one knows for sure. 
Matthew calls them ‘Magi’, and that was the name of an ancient caste of 
a priestly kind from Persia. It wasn’t until the third century that they 
were called kings - by a church father, Tertullian.  
Another church father, Origin, assumed there were three - to 
correspond with the gifts given. Later Christian interpretation came to 
understand gold as a symbol of wisdom and wealth, incense as a symbol 
of worship and sacrifice, and myrrh as a symbol of healing - and even 
embalming. Certainly, Jesus challenged and set aright the way in which 
the world handled all three of these things. Since the 8th century, the 
Magi have had the names Balthasar, Caspar and Melchior. 

25th Jan: Conversion of St Paul 

January is a month of the beginning of great things! As well as the 
naming of the Son of God, we celebrate the conversion of the greatest 
ever apostle of the Christian faith. Many books have been written on 
Paul, and here is the briefest of introductions. 
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He was a Jew, born as ‘Saul’ at Tarsus, and brought up by the rabbi 
Gamaliel as a Pharisee. A devout, fanatical Jew, Saul persecuted the 
Christians, and watched with satisfaction the first Christian martyrdom, 
the stoning of Stephen. Then, on his way to Damascus, Saul had a vision 
of Christ that stopped him in his tracks. He realised that this Jesus whom 
he was persecuting was in fact the Messiah for whom he had longed.  
Saul changed overnight. He was given a new name, Paul, and became an 
evangelist for the cause of Christ. He became a leader in the early 
Church, and his special calling was as an apostle to the Gentiles. He 
wrote epistles to the young churches that he founded - and thus, 
inadvertently, wrote a great part of the New Testament.   
Life as the greatest apostle was hardly full of perks: Paul was stoned, 
beaten, mobbed, homeless, hated, imprisoned, and finally martyred. 
Tradition has it that he was beheaded in Rome during the persecution of 
Nero in 64AD, and buried where the basilica of St Paul ‘outside the walls’ 
now stands. His mighty faith in Christ has kindled similar belief in many 
hundreds of millions of people down the centuries.  

Looking to the New Year 

Editor: Canon Paul Hardingham considers 2022. 
The month of January is named after the Roman god Janus, who is 
depicted as having two faces. As we look back on a difficult year 
dominated by the pandemic, how should we look forward to 2022 with 
fresh hope? The apostle Paul writes: ‘But one thing I do: forgetting what 
is behind and straining towards what is ahead, I press on towards the goal 
to win the prize for which God has called me heavenwards in Christ Jesus.’ 
(Philippians 3:13,14). 
Firstly, to make a new start, you need to forget the things which are 
behind. Paul saw himself as an athlete running for Christ and purposely 
not looking back. He refused to allow his past sins and difficulties to 
define who he was. By God’s grace, he no longer saw himself that way. 
The same can be true of ourselves, as we confess our sins and failures to 
receive God’s forgiveness and new life.  
Secondly, we need to focus on the things that lie ahead. The athlete is 
entirely focused on winning the race and gaining the prize. Like Paul, we 
have to be single-minded in making Jesus the focus of everything we do. 
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How can we go deeper in our prayer life and Bible reading this year? 
What will it mean to better serve Christ in our workplace and 
neighbourhood, or family and children? 
Paul looked forward to the day when he would stand before God, who 
would say ‘well done, good and faithful servant’. In light of all that Jesus 
had done for him, Paul wanted to give his very best to Jesus. As we stand 
at the beginning of this New Year, let’s ask ourselves, ‘What can I do this 
year that will help me bring glory and honour to God?’ 

New job for the founder of Messy Church 
The founder of Messy Church, Lucy Moore, has been appointed the first 
head of the C of E’s Growing Faith Foundation. The Foundation will seek 
to promote partnerships between schools, churches and households, “to 
encourage and nurture Christian faith in those of all ages within those 
communities.” 
Lucy Moore first launched Messy Church in 2004, originally as a Fresh 
Expression in a church near Portsmouth. Messy Church is now found in 
more than 3,500 settings, in more than 30 countries. 

 St James the Least of All 
Editor:   The Revd Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters 
from ‘Uncle Eustace’… 
On parish accounts, teapots and Labrador retrievers  
The Rectory 
St James the Least of All 
My dear Nephew Darren 
Your annual accounts – all 146 pages, bound in their plastic covers and 
laid out in faultless detail – really are most impressive. I was rather 
envious to note you have a clergy ‘discretionary fund’; if I were to be 
given such a thing, my cellar of claret would improve immeasurably – 
although that is perhaps the reason why I am not given one.  
The size of your office expenses makes me wonder if you have a staff 
rivalling that of the European Community. I suppose that at least you are 
doing your bit for job creation. Our dear Miss Marigold, who spends two 
hours a week randomly filing pieces of paper, mistyping rotas and 
failing to re-order stationery, is only rewarded by being the first to find 
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out who are booking marriages and having their babies baptised – and if 
they do not happen in that order, that will be another piece of 
information remembered for future use. All this is information beyond 
the price of jewels in village communities. 
Our accounts have more by way of charm than they do of accuracy, 
generally consisting of one sheet of handwritten paper. There are only 
ever three copies for circulation, as that is the limit of Colonel Denster’s 
carbon paper. It seems to be an unalterable tradition that they never 
balance, until we find the following year that the missing £20 was found 
months later under the teapot on the mantelpiece.  One footnote to this 
was the occasion when the Colonel suspected an unaccountable £5 had 
been eaten by his Labrador. Our greatest expenses by far are 
categorised as ‘miscellaneous’, which is a catch-all for everything that 
our treasurer is unable to recall where it really went. 
The thousands paid on church maintenance and diocesan fees are 
nodded through without comment – but if the money spent on Easter 
lilies or packets of tea for the Summer Fete increases by anything more 
than 50 pence, there will be much agonised debate and speculation 
about whether this is an indication of money laundering. 
I see that your accounts were professionally audited. Fortunately, it does 
not matter too much about the accuracy of our own, as I have an 
arrangement with our auditor who lives in the village: if he refuses to 
sign them off, then I refuse to baptise his grandchildren. 
Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 

An interesting life Part 11A: education – West Downs 

Story so far on https://fosmw.com/parishmag/an-interesting-life.pdf 
With the end of the war, both VE and VJ days past, it was time for West 
Downs school to move back to its home in Winchester, on the Romsey 
Road on the edge of the countryside. This was a major event even for 
pupils like me. 
The school had its own large property: a big somewhat barracks-like 
building near the road, with playing fields that had originally been 
created for the Winchester Modern School (which failed); a successor 
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school, Westfields also failed. Lionel Helbert, the remarkable founder of 
the school in1897, rented the premises to found his new school, and in 
only a few years, fuelled by his vision and energy, the school became 
fashionable and well supported, the fees then being 45 guineas per 
term. It was said of him: ‘He succeeded in making West Downs a 
thoroughly happy and exciting place. Something was always happening 
there; the life was never dull because of Mr Helbert’s vitality and 
surprisingness.’1 
The premises were extended to allow about 100 boys – its essential size 
in our day -including a swimming pool and ‘Shakespeare’ -a big 
recreation area – above which was the school’s chapel – a place of calm 
that did indeed develop in the pupils, including myself, an awareness 
and some understanding of Christianity. 
Lionel Helbert died, in 1919, aged only 49, and was succeeded by 
Kenneth Tindall, usually referred to as KT. Like Helbert, he was a 
Victorian in outlook and ,moral stance, although very much more the 
professional schoolmaster (having held the high post of Housemaster at 
Sherborne, the Dorset Public School); he was undoubtedly a strong 
organiser. His abilities were tested – and proved – by his successful 
move of West Downs, first to Glenapp Castle in Ayrshire, and 
subsequently to the better suited Blair Castle, that has already 
described. We younger boys were usually in dread of his footsteps, 
although he was a good teacher for the top classes, and respected for 
that when one achieved that level. 
If moving to Scotland was a challenge, moving back to Winchester was 
perhaps even greater. Restoring Blair Castle to show few signs of 
infestation by boisterous boys were one thing. In summary, the boys 
had been respectful of the castle contents, although MacKenzie (we 
were always referred to by our surnames) had discovered a gallery, 
closed to boys, which contained the ducal Throne of the Dukes of Atholl. 
The throne had a velvet seat, and Mackenzie found this a good place on 
which to grow ‘Mustard and Cress’. It was popular for boys to grow little 
seedlings from these granular seeds by putting them our wash-flannels 

 
1 ‘West Downs, A Portrait of An English Prep School’ by Mark Hichens  (The Pentland 
Press 1992) 
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and keeping them damp. This was not good for flannels, and, no doubt, 
even worse for the throne but history does no record whether 
MacKenzie was found out, or got his due reward – a beating by Mr 
Tindall. (It is perhaps a good point to note that corporal punishment – 
beating with a stick, or ‘slippering’, with a size 13 slipper, bent over a 
bathtub, were very much part of school life. It must be added, though, 
that most boys, including myself, were at most slippered just a few times 
in their West Downs career, and few were actually beaten). 
The school premises at Winchester had not been left in a good state, 
having been requisitioned by the Allied forces during the war, and many 
items of furniture and fittings had been destroyed. It took a huge effort 
by staff and a professional firm to restore the place for purpose, but this 
was achieved in time for a two-week-late return to school of the boys for 
the Spring Term of 1946. 
The playing fields were generally not in good shape, but by the efforts of 
Tubbs, the groundsman, the main field was quickly returned its 
intended use. The boys were coopted into helping pick up the stones 
that had been used to turn two of the fields into military parking areas, 
and I remember taking part in that activity. 
The barracks-like nature of the school building has been mentioned, and 
one characteristic was the cold. The spring term of 1946 was cold 
enough, but a year later, 1947 brought the coldest winter in living 
memory. We boys slept in dormitories, with open windows, and we 
washed in our own personal washbasins, which were refilled with 
water in the evening so as to be ready for washing the following 
morning. During that cold spell, the water in the basins turned to ice. 
Other local preparatory schools used to call West Down the ‘Cotton 
Wool Factory’, because of the supposed cosseting of boys, but it never 
seemed like that to me, particularly after the winter of 1947. 
The next episode will recount more of my life at West Downs, and the 
varying attitudes that we pupils developed about the school. 
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Crossword Puzzle 

 
Crossword Clues & Answers 
Across 
8  How the Abyss (NIV) is described in the Authorized Version (Revelation 9:1) 
(10,3) 

9  Frozen water (Ezekiel 1:22) (3)  

10 The Ten Commandments (9)  

11 In Roman Catholic theology, neither heaven nor hell (5)  

13 Des cons (anag.) (7)  

16 ‘Though [your sins] are red as — , they shall be like wool’ (Isaiah 1:18) (7)  

19 Keen (Romans 1:15) (5)  

22 Repugnant, loathsome (Jeremiah 24:9) (9)  

24 Drink like an animal (Judges 7:5) (3)  

25 First and last (Revelation 22:13) (5,3,5) 
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ACROSS: 8, Bottomless pit. 9, Ice. 10, Decalogue. 11, Limbo. 13, Seconds. 16, 
Crimson. 19, Eager. 22, Abhorrent. 24, Lap. 25, Alpha and Omega.  

 

DOWN: 1, Abdiel. 2, Stream. 3, Wondrous. 4, Flocks. 5, USCL. 6, A pagan. 7, 
Athens. 12, IOR. 14, Creation. 15, Dye. 16, Cravat. 17, In hope. 18, Need no. 20, 
Galley. 21, Repeat. 23, Read. 

 

Down 
1  Father of Ahi, a Gadite (1 Chronicles 5:15) (6)  

2  Where David found the stone with which he killed Goliath (1 Samuel 17:40) 
(6)  

3  ‘Hour by hour fresh lips are making thy — doings heard on high’ (8)  

4  ‘And there were shepherds living out in the fields near by, keeping watch 
over their — at night’ (Luke 2:8) (6)  

5  United Society for Christian Literature (1,1,1,1)  

6  ‘If he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would — — or a 
tax collector’ (Matthew 18:17) (1,5)  

7  Where Paul was taken when things became difficult for him in Berea (Acts 
17:15) (6)  

12 Istituto per le Opere di Religione (Vatican Bank) (1,1,1)  

14 ‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new — ; the old has gone, the new 
has come!’ (2 Corinthians 5:17) (8)  

15 Used to colour ram skins red for use in the tabernacle (Exodus 25:5) (3)  

16 Vat car (anag.) (6)  

17 ‘Be joyful — — , patient in affliction, faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12) (6)  

18 ‘The parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while 
our presentable parts — — special treatment’ (1 Corinthians 12:23) (4,2)  

20 Ancient rowing boat (Isaiah 33:21) (6)  

21 Say again (2 Corinthians 11:16) (6)  

23 What Jesus did in the synagogue in Nazareth after he stood up (Luke 4:16) 
(4) 

Solutions 
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Children’s Corner 
 


